
Application Guidelines for International Course (Foreigners and Returnee Children) 

Transfer Applicants for the 2026 Academic Year (2nd-6th Grade) 

Elementary School Attached to the Faculty of Education, Kumamoto University 

 Address: 5-12 Kyomachi Honcho, Chuo-ku, Kumamoto 

Tel: 096-356-2492 (Switchboard) 

 

Elementary School Attached to the Faculty of Education, Kumamoto University (hereinafter 

referred to as “the school”) will open an international course for all grades in April 2026, and 

will be accepting applications for foreign and returnee children. 

 

The school is about 150 years old and has a long history of the child-centered class 

implementation and the distinctive school education and practices. The school aims to 

advance educational reform to develop students' academic abilities, language skills, and 

global mindset by providing an English-immersive learning environment in our 

International Course. In this course, Japanese and non-Japanese students will have many 

classes in an environment where foreign languages (English and Japanese) are used in 

accordance with the curriculum based on the National Curriculum Standards in Japan.  

 

Parent(s)/guardian(s) of applicants applying for admission to the school are requested to 

fully understand the educational policies and characteristics of the school and its 

International Course before applying for admission.  

 

Parent(s) or guardian(s) of applicants who wish to enroll in the International Course from the 

domestic school where the applicant is currently enrolled or from a foreign educational 

institution must fully understand the educational policies and characteristics of the school and 

the International Course. 

  

※ As an affiliated school of a national university, our school missions are conducting pre-

service teaching training for students of the Faculty of Education, Kumamoto 

University, and implementing educational research and practice by collaborating with 

the other affiliated schools: the kindergarten, the junior high school, the school for 

special needs education, and other research institutions. Therefore, unique activities 

based on our own educational plans will also be conducted. 

 

 



 

1. Enrollment capacity  

 ・Grade 2 A small number    

 ・Grade 3 (approximately seven)        

 ・Grade 4 (approximately seven)        

  ・Grade 5 (approximately seven)         

  ・Grade 6 (approximately seven)        

※A few returnee children are included in the above number of students of each grade. 

 

2. Qualifications 

 Applicants must meet all of the following conditions from (1) to (4). 

(1) Applicants must be foreign children or returnee children and meet the following 

requirements:  

・Foreign nationality or a returnee child (※)  

・Interest in Japanese education in English (parent(s)/ guardian(s) also required) 

・Ability to communicate in English 

(2) Children of the appropriate school age for the 2026 academic year (Reiwa 8): 

・2nd Grade: Born between April 2, 2018 and April 1, 2019 

・3rd Grade: Born between April 2, 2017 and April 1, 2018 

・4th Grade: Born between April 2, 2016 and April 1, 2017 

・5th Grade: Born between April 2, 2015 and April 1, 2016 

・6th Grade: Born between April 2, 2014 and April 1, 2015 

(3) Applicants must live with their parent(s) or guardian(s) in Kumamoto Prefecture as 

their place of residence.  

(Temporary residence in Kumamoto Prefecture is not accepted.) 

・For applicants who live outside of the prefecture, etc., please submit a certificate of 

expected relocation by the parent(s)/ guardian(s) (Letter of Confirmation for Change of 

Address Form) at the time of application. 

(4) In principle, applicants must be able to walk or take public transportation to school 

from their place of residence within 50 minutes.  

※For children who have returned to Japan, the applicant must meet all of the following 

conditions. 

① Those who have Japanese nationality and have lived abroad for one or more years in a 

row. 

② Those who return to Japan between April 1, 2025 and March 31, 2026. 

 



 

3. School orientation for the parent(s)/guardian(s) of applicants 

(1) Date: Thursday, November 6, 2025  

○Reception                                           10:00-10:30 

○Lesson observation                                   10:30-11:00 

○Information session                                   11:00-12:00 

(2) Venue: the school’s Multipurpose Room (Tamokuteki-hall) 

（3) Notice:  

① Please apply in advance if you wish to participate.  

 (https://www.educ.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/elem/)    

② Please be punctual.  

③ Up to two parent(s)/guardian(s) are required for the event. Please refrain from bringing 

the applicant or other children to the orientation.  

④ Please prepare indoor shoes.  

⑤ Lesson observation will be held before the information session. 

   As it is an important opportunity to deeply understand our educational principles and 

practices, please be sure to attend the school’s information session. In principle, 

application documents for admission will be distributed during the orientation. However, 

in case if you are not able to attend on the orientation, please contact us by phone in 

advance between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM (excluding 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM) from Monday, 

October 27th to Friday, October 31st only). If you are currently living outside of Japan, 

and cannot come in person to, arrangements can be made to view the orientation online. 

Please contact us by phone or e-mail for more details regarding this. 

 

4. Application period and procedures  

(1) Submission of the application documents:  

Between 9:00 AM and 4:00 PM (excluding from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM) from Monday, 

November 10, 2025 to Friday, November 14, 2025.  

(2) Required documents: 

①Application for Admission 

②Route Assignment Notification 

③Certificate of Residence (Juminhyo, original document issued within three months) 

④Application Fee: 3,300 Japanese yen (non-refundable, cash only.) 

⑤Additional Requirements: 

(i) For foreign children: 

・A copy of the passport AND of both sides (front and back) of the residence card issued 

https://www.educ.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/elem/


by the Japanese government (Minister of Justice), or a copy of another official document 

showing foreign nationality.  

 ※ The documents must be valid at the time of application and include: the applicant’s 

   name, photo, date of birth, nationality, ID number, etc. (For residence cards, the 

   period of stay must also be included.) 

※ The original passport, residence card, and other official documents must be 

    presented in person at the application counter to verify the information. If you 

are still waiting for a new or renewed residence card, notify the school at the time 

of application. Then, bring both a copy of the new card and the original card to the 

school on the examination day. 

(ii) For returnee children: 

・A copy of the passport or other official documents showing the length of stay abroad.  

※ It must include the period of overseas residence (dates of departure and arrival) of 

   the applicant taking the examination. 

※ The passport should clearly show the entry and exit dates of the applicant taking the 

  examination. It must also include the applicant’s name, photo, date of birth, 

nationality, and passport number. The passport must be valid at the time of re-entry 

into Japan or the time of the submission. 

※ If the passport does not show the entry/exit stamps (e.g. due to using an automated 

facial recognition gate), you must request a record disclosure from the Immigration 

Services Agency of Japan. Since this process takes time, please begin preparations 

early. 

・A certificate of enrollment issues by an overseas educational institution. 

※ When submitting the Application for Admission, present the original passport at the 

  counter to verify the contents. 

※ If it is difficult to submit a certificate of enrollment issues by an overseas 

   educational institution, please contact us in advance. 

 

(3) Submission documents: 

Please submit the application documents by hand to the office of the school before the 

deadline.  

※ Reception slip (uketsukehyo) and receipt will be issued after the submission. 

※ If you are living overseas and cannot submit the application in person, we can accept 

applications online. Please contact for details of this.   

 

5. Entrance examination for transfer applicants  



(1) Date: Saturday, December 20, 2025  

(2) Venue: the school 

(3) Test Details: Math and English will be tested along with an interview. Questions and 

answers for the tests and interview will be in English. Along with applicants’ testing, the 

parent(s)/guardian(s) are also interviewed to confirm the intent of a applicant’s enrollment 

at our school (Interviews are either in English or Japanese).  

(4) Method: Successful applicants will be decided by their examination results. 

(5) Schedule: 

○ Reception:                       8:30 AM~8:45 AM  

(Entrance of the main building of the elementary school) 

○ Information session:                                    8:50 AM ~ 9:05 AM 

○ Test 1: Mathematics                                    9:15 AM ~ 9:55 AM 

○ Test 2: English                                        10:10 AM ~10:50 AM 

○Test 3: Interview                                       11:00 AM ~ 

(About 10 minutes for each applicant) 

○ Interview to the parents/guardians:                       9:15 AM ~ 

(About 10 minutes for each interviewee) 

※ The process will be finished after all interviews of applicants and parent(s)/guardian(s) 

are completed. Parent(s)/guardian(s) will be required to wait in a destinated waiting 

room after each interview. 

(6) Notice: 

①Each applicant should be accompanied by either one parent or one guardian.  

② Please bring: 

・ The reception slip (uketsukehyo) which was issued during the submission procedure 

of the application. 

・ A pencil and eraser. 

・ Indoor shoes (Applicants should bring shoes that do not have their name written on 

them.) 

・ Water bottle (If necessary).  

③ Please present your reception slip at the reception. You will be given an examinee 

number. 

④The reception window will be closed at 8:45 AM. Please understand that an applicant 

who arrives late will not be permitted to take the examination.  

 

6. Acceptance notice and enrollment procedures  

(1) Date: Tuesday, December 23, 2025  



※ The results can be confirmed on the school’s website from 10:00 AM. 

(https://www.educ.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/elem/) 

(2) Venue: Administration Building of the school 

○ Announcement of successful applicants                    3:00 PM 

(Entrance of the Administration Building)  

○ Enrollment formalities                                         3:00 PM ~ 3:30 PM 

○ Information session                                           3:30 PM ~ 4:00 PM 

※ It is necessary for (up to 2) parent(s) / guardian(s) of the applicants who pass the 

entrance examination to attend the enrollment procedure. (If a parent/ guardian of the 

applicant who passes the entrance examination does not attend this meeting, it is 

assumed that he/she does not intend to enroll.) 

※ If you will be overseas and it is difficult to participate at the time of this day, please 

contact us by phone or email in advance. 

 

7. Issuance of Enrollment Certificates and orientation 

(1) Date: Thursday, February 26, 2026  

(2) Venue: the school’s Multi-Purpose Hall 

(3) Schedule 

○Reception time                    2:00 PM ~ 2:20 PM  

〇Issuance of enrollment certificates            2:20 PM ~ 2:30 PM 

○Information session                                    2:30 PM ~ 4:00 PM  

※ Admission will be granted upon completion of "6 Enrollment Procedures" and "7 

Issuance of Enrollment Certificates".  

If parent(s)/ guardian(s) of the applicant who passes the entrance examination does not 

attend this orientation, it is assumed that he/she does not intend to enroll. (Up to two 

parent(s)/guardian(s) can attend the orientation.)  

※ If you will be overseas and it is difficult to participate at the time of the orientation, 

please contact us by phone or email in advance. 

 

８. Others  

・The qualification of the submission is invalid if false or misleading information is included 

in the application documents.  

・The school will take responsibility for the disposal of any documents with personal 

information after the examination.  

・Any time you visit the school, please do not use your own vehicle. Please come by public 

transport. Parking in the school or areas near the school is prohibited. 

https://www.educ.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/elem/


・For announcements about the change of examination day schedule due to traffic 

disruptions caused by natural disasters or bad weather, please confirm the information on 

the school’s website (https://www.educ.kumamoto-u.ac.jp/elem/) that will be updated 

before 6:10 AM on the day of the examination. Direct information requests by phone call, 

etc. is not available.  

・When necessary, the communication between staff of the admission office and 

parent(s)/guardian(s) of the applicant will be in English or Japanese. 

・All dates and times stated in this guideline are in Japan Standard Time (UTC+9). 

 


